                                      “Handling False Accusation”                         SLCC: 032810
Psalm 109 (Slide #1)

INTRO: Today is what the church calendar refers to as “Palm Sunday”. It begins what has become known as “Holy Week” – the final week of Jesus’ life.  


According to the Gospel records on Sunday, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey – His “Triumphant Entry” – to the praise of the crowds who followed him. On Monday He cleansed the temple (for a second time). He did so nearly three years earlier as well. On Tuesday Jesus had a very full day. He spent the day in the Temple teaching and being challenged by the religious authorities.  That night His feet are anointed by a repentant prostitute named Mary at the home of Simon the Pharisee while Jesus eats dinner with him. His disciple Judas was also busy that evening making negotiations for the betrayal of Jesus. There’s no record that we know of about what Jesus did on Wednesday.  Maybe He rested with His disciples and prepared Himself for what He knew was coming over the next three days.  On Thursday His disciples prepared for the Passover meal which they shared that night – where Jesus instituted the Last Supper with His disciples after washing their feet and teaching hem about what it means to be a servant-leader.  Later that night – after teaching His disciples one last time and praying over them –  Jesus went to the garden of Gethsemane to agonize and pray before He’s betrayed and dragged off to court in the wee hours of the morning.  His disciples desert him. And all through the night and into the next morning (Friday) Jesus is falsely accused and mistreated by the religious members of the Jewish Sanhedrin – composed of scribes & teachers of the law, the Sadducees & the Pharisees. 

You know the rest of the story.  He has a crown of thick thorns impaled on his head.  He’s beaten and scourged within an inch of His life by the Roman soldiers.  He’s mocked and spat upon.  He’s unjustly convicted and then condemned to a cruel and sadistic death on a cross – where He dies a slow, tortuous death for the sins of the world.  Friday afternoon, Jesus’ body is taken down off the cross by His disciples (which include the Pharisee Nicodemus) and he’s buried in a tomb of another one of the Pharisees who had become a believer – Joseph of Arimathea.

That was how Jesus spent the last week of His human life. 
You may recall that when we began this study in Psalms a few weeks ago that I said the psalms fall into two distinct categories: “God is good!” and “Life sucks!”  Psalm 109, the psalm we look at today, falls into the latter category. This psalm reflects a problem common to us all: What to do when you’ve been falsely accused and wrongly treated – like Jesus was?

The author of this Psalm is King David and he’s apparently been targeted by those who want him destroyed – for no apparent reason. 


[ILLUS: Psalm 109 may reflect David’s experience with a man named Nabal. Nabal slandered David for no real cause at all – at least as far as David could see. The story is found in the OT book of 1 Samuel chapter 25.  
Eventually God judged Nabal and took his life and David married his widow, Abigail.  We don’t know for sure, but this may have been the situation David writes about in this psalm.  Whatever the occasion for its writing, it’s clearly a psalm written by someone who’s deeply disturbed about how they’ve been treated.]


(Slide #2) Here’s how the psalm begins (vs. 1-3): “O God, whom I praise, don’t stand silent and aloof while the wicked slander me and tell lies about me. They surround me with hateful words and fight against me for no reason.”

David uses words and phrases like “wicked” & “hateful” & “lies” & “for no reason” to describe his accusers.  Have you ever felt like that?  Have you ever been unjustly accused by someone who deliberately sought to slander you or to besmirch your character or to ruin your reputation?  They attacked and accused you for no reason at all?  If so, then you know how David felt. 

[ILLUS: In one of his monthly newsletters Dr. James Dobson told about having to cut short his trip to the Soviet Union back in August 1991 because of the military coup that was taking place there.  He was forced to cancel his trip and stay in London.  While he was there he was able to speak to a Soviet dissident by the name of Irina Ratushinskaya.  She told him her story of being unjustly accused and wrongly treated – just because she became a follower of Christ. 

She was raised in an atheist home, but at age 23 she found an old Slavic Bible and taught herself to read it.  Through it she discovered how to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  Her faith was found out by the Soviet secret police who had infiltrated the Russian Orthodox Church as phony priests. She was sent to a labor camp for four years.  Irina refused to deny the Lord so they tortured her.  She had a tooth drilled without anesthetic to test her tolerance for pain.  She was placed in an unheated room at 50 degrees for five months and given only a cotton gown.  She sat on the cold floor and was fed every other day.  Eventually President Reagan put pressure on Russian President Gorbachev to release her during one of their diplomatic meeting.  At the time of the interview she lived with her husband in London.

I read of another Christian in the religiously oppressive country of Turkey who was also unjustly accused and persecuted.  The Turkish Supreme Court denied an appeal by a young man named Soner Onder to be released from prison after serving six years of a 12-year sentence for a crime he and his family say he couldn’t have possible committed!  He was imprisoned for his alleged involvement in a Kurdish terrorist firebombing.  Police claimed that he had been one of the attackers; but his family says he had just left a church service with them at the time of the bombing.  He was only 17 when he was sent to prison. If he served his whole sentence he would have been 29 when he was released.


Both Irina and Soner understand how it feels to be unjustly accused and mistreated by people who want to destroy you. ] 

(Slide #3) Listen to verses 4 & 5 of this psalm: “I love them, but they try to destroy me with accusations even as I am praying for them! They repay evil for good, and hatred for my love.”


Apparently, David understood the NT standard of praying for those who hate you and despitefully use you.  But it didn’t seem to do any good.  All his kindness and acts of love didn’t alter the situation.  His enemies still viciously attacked and slandered him. 


[ILLUS: Nabal had implied that David was a vagabond slave who had run away from his master and was panhandling in order to make a living.  But just the opposite was true: David and his 600 mighty men had acted as a personal bodyguard and protectors of Nabal’s men and possessions for a whole year.  David was just asking for a little something in return for their services.  Instead, Nabal maliciously slandered him.]


Then in the next several verses, David sounds like he “looses it “. Listen to what it says: (Slide #4-#6)  [READ vs. 6-19 in NLT]


How do you explain this apparent angry and reckless outburst on the part of David? (He just got through saying that he was praying for his enemies and had shown them love instead of hatred).  What happened?  (Is this one of those psalms called “imprecatory psalms”?  One in which God is invoked to bring horrible judgment against the enemies of His people?) 

Honestly, I don’t think so.  I don’t think it’s one of the imprecatory psalms at all.  In fact, I believe it’s actually a quote of what David’s enemies are saying about him!  (In Hebrew there are no punctuation marks. So this could very well be David quoting his enemies verbatim as he recalls their accusations against him.  It’s reasonable to interpret this entire passage from verse 6-19 as a quote from David’s enemies.  David is giving us a very vivid glimpse of the hatred that his enemies had toward him).

(Slide #7)  This interpretation is even more plausible when you read verse 20 in the Jewish version of the OT.  Instead of reading: “May those curses become the Lord’s punishment for my accusers who speak evil of me” the Hebrew more accurately reads: “This is the reward which my accusers seek from the Lord, those who speak evil against my life.”  Instead of David wanting this for his accusers, it’s what his accusers wanted for him!


And here’s what they want:

(Slide #8)  First, they want a “rigged trial”.  They want to get him before a court of law where they’ve arranged for a false witness to accuse him. Vs. 6 says: “Get an evil person to turn against him. Send an accuser to bring him to trial.”  And they wanted it to end in a death sentence: “Let his days be few...May his children become fatherless, and may his wife become a widow...” (vs.8-9).

(Slide #9)  Second, they wanted to take him for everything he had. They want nothing left for his wife and children (vs. 11,12a): “May creditors seize his entire estate, and strangers take all he has earned. Let no one be kind to him…”
(Slide #10)  And finally they hate him so much that they want God to damn him to hell! (vs.12b-15): “...let no one pity his fatherless children. May all his offspring die. May his family name be blotted out in a single generation. May the Lord never forget the sins of his fathers; may his mother’s sins never be erased from the record. May the Lord always remember these sins,  and may his name disappear from human memory..” 
In other words: “May God, damn him!” That’s the ultimate wish of hate anyone can wish on another person. 

{NOTE: Our curses aimed toward others are not a light thing! There’s such 
a thing as being damned. When you hear someone say, “God damn you!” remember that it’s a terrible curse.  It’s an awful wish which only God has the right to inflict. Never use it!}

David even takes the time to tell us the reasons his enemies give for their accusations against him.  He says they gave two reasons for accusing him:


(Slide #11)  The first, is in vs. 16: “For he refused all kindness to others; he persecuted the poor and needy, and he hounded the brokenhearted to death.”  They said he was guilty of lack of kindness to a needy people. 
That’s what it looked like to Nabal.  But it was just the opposite really.  They were blaming David for crimes which they themselves had committed!  It’s the same rationalization that we use when we see ourselves as the victims of injustice – but when we may in fact be getting exactly what we deserve.  That way of thinking is deeply embedded in human nature.
[ILLUS: When I read this psalm I can’t help but think of the way our nation’s politicians behave.  An alleged political scandal comes to light and a special prosecutor begins to investigate the allegations.  More light is shed on the allegations until it looks like they are indeed true. Then the special prosecutor investigating the case is slammed by the politician’s lawyers as the real criminal because he’s pressing too hard for the truth.  He’s accused of being a “power abuser” when in fact the truth is just the opposite. 
There’s this strange reaction in human nature which blames others for the things we ourselves have caused!  It’s called our “sin nature”!]

(Slide #12)  The second reason for his enemies’ hatred is like the first. They said of him (in vs. 17, 18): “He loved to curse others; now you curse him. He never blessed others; now don’t you bless him. Cursing is as natural to him as his clothing, or the water he drinks, or the rich food he eats...”   They said, “May God damn you!”  But to justify it they say, “Well, that’s what he said to us!  He cursed his enemies, so you curse him now God!”  
Again, that’s sinful human nature rearing its ugly head! 

[ILLUS: It’s like two children fighting and one of their parents breaks up the conflict with: “Alright, who started this?” To which the guilty party says: “She did! She hit me back!”  -OR- Like the little four-year-old boy whose screams of pain made his mother come running only to find his two-year-old sister was pulling his hair.  Mom tries to calm the little guy down and help him understand the situation by saying: “Honey, your little sister doesn’t know that pulling your hair hurts.”  She thinks all is well and good and leaves them to play.  When she hears the screams of her little girl she comes running again, only to bump into her son running out of the bedroom with a contented smile, who proudly says to her: “Well, she understands that pulling hair hurts now, Mom!”

That’s human nature for you: blaming and retaliating against one another. We accuse others of the very things for which we’re guilty. That’s what’s happening here in this psalm.]

What’s David’s reaction to all this?  He’s unjustly accused and mistreated.  So what does he do?


(Slide #13)  Well first, He commits the whole thing to God in prayer.  Verses 21-31 are a prayer. It’s a wonderful picture of the right attitude and reaction – the right way – to handle false accusation.


Listen to verse 21: “But deal well with me, O Sovereign Lord, for the sake of your own reputation! Rescue me because you are so faithful and good.”  


David understood that God is the ultimate vindicator.  Vengeance is God’s – not ours.  So David commits it all to God.  He turns to God for his validation. 


He also understands that God has a reputation to uphold.  His name is involved in all this.  When God’s people are persecuted – God is also persecuted.  But it’s up to God to defend His name – not us.

[ILLUS: The overthrow of the corrupt Romanian government under the dictatorship Ceausescu in 1989 illustrates this well. 


A pastor, Laszlo Tokes, became too successful in the eyes of the Romanian government.  He preached the gospel boldly and within two years his small church grew to 5,000.  So the authorities confiscated his ration book so he couldn’t buy fuel or food.  Then in December 1989, they decided to exile him.  When the police arrived they were stopped by an unmovable crowd of people.  Members of other churches and denominations stood shoulder to shoulder in protest. 


All day the police tried to disperse the crowd, but they wouldn’t budge. Just after midnight a 19-year-old Baptist student named Daniel Garva pulled out a packet of candles.  He lit one and passed it to his neighbor.  One by one the burning candles were passed through the crowd. The crowd stayed all through that night and the next. 

The police finally broke through and knocked down the church door. They bloodied pastor Tokes’ face & then paraded him and his wife through the crowd. 
An outcry from the people led them to the city square of Timisoara where they began a full-scale demonstration against the Communist government in Romania.  Once again, Daniel Garva passed out his candles.  Military troops were called in and ordered to shoot the crowd.  Hundreds were shot and killed.  Daniel had his leg blown off. 


But their brave example inspired the entire population of Romania and within days the bloody dictator, Ceausescu, was dead.  For the first time in fifty years Romania celebrated Christmas in freedom.  Why?  Because God is involved in what happens to his people “for His name’s sake”.]


David understood this. That’s why he could commit being unjustly accused and treated to God in prayer. 
{BTW: It was the intervention of Nabal’s wife, Abigail, which stopped David from doing something he would regret.  He was on his way to kill Nabal and every one of his men, when Abigail intercepted him and gave him and his men the pay that they deserved.  Her intervention saved David from taking matters into his own hands.  But through it all David learned to give injustice and false accusation over to God and to trust Him to vindicate His people in His way and in His time.}

(Slide #14)  The next thing David does in the face of false accusation is Cry out for strength (vs.22-25): “For I am poor and needy, and my heart is full of pain. I am fading like a shadow at dusk; I am brushed off like a locust. My knees are weak from fasting, and I am skin and bones. I am a joke to people everywhere; when they see me, they shake their heads in scorn.” 

Being slandered is a difficult thing to handle.  It takes something out of you.  When we slander someone we hurt them deeply.  When we’re slandered, we’re also deeply wounded. 

[ILLUS: (Relate your and Valerie’s experience at FCC in Los Altos...)] 
(Slide #15)   David not only asks for strength, He has confidence in God to make it right. Vs. 26-28 say: “Help me, O Lord my God! Save me because of your unfailing love. Let them see that this is your doing, that you yourself have done it, Lord. Then let them curse me if they like, but you will bless me! When they attack me, they will be disgraced! But I, your servant, will go right on rejoicing.” 

Many English versions of the Bible translate the next two sentences in verse 29 in a way that misses the point David’s making. Here’s how they read: “May my accusers be clothed with disgrace; may their humiliation cover them like a cloak.”  
But instead of saying “May this happen to them…” or “Let this happen to them…” – he’s really saying: “My assailants will be put to shame, and your servant will be glad!  My accusers will be clothed with dishonor; they will be wrapped in their own shame like being wrapped in a robe!”
So David is saying, “Here’s how to handle false accusation…”

(Slide #16)  FIRST, ask God to vindicate you.  And be sure to ask it in such a way as to make it clear that He – not you – is doing the vindicating.  

He’s saying: “I can’t stop them from cursing me, God, and You may not choose to stop them either. But if You let them curse me, bless me anyhow so that they will see that You’re not cursing me. Give me the inner strength to remain calm and untroubled in the middle of this cursing.  Then people will see that it’s Your hand that’s holding me up and strengthening me.”


(Slide #17)  SECOND, ask God to put your accusers to shame.  
David is not asking God to heap scorn upon his accusers.  He’s asking God to help them “see the light” and admit the error of their ways. He’s saying: “Lord, make my accusers see the facts in such a light that they will eventually be sorry for ever attempting anything that was so unjustified as their false accusations.”


The apostle Peter wrote: “And [you who are abused] keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are abused, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.” (1 Pet. 3:16). 
He’s saying: “Don’t return evil for evil. Don’t strike back. Don’t curse in return, don’t revile, don’t attack, don’t try to get even, don’t avenge yourself. Simply walk close to God. Because those who hate your good behavior will be put to shame and in the end brought to the place where they’re ashamed of themselves.” 


(Slide #18)  The THIRD, and final thing David did was express his confidence in God. 

(Vs.30, 31): “But I will give repeated thanks to the Lord, praising him to everyone. For he stands beside the needy, ready to save them from those who condemn them.” 

David’s enemies wanted to appoint an accuser at his right hand to condemn him, but he closes this psalm by saying he realizes that it’s God – not his enemies – who stands at his right hand!
When you reflect this week (especially on Good Friday) on the Passion of Jesus as He endured the false accusations and the torture of the cross for you, remember that God knows a million ways to work out the accusations against you without violence and hatred and the destruction of lives.  David – like Jesus – was confident that God would bring the truth to light and establish the facts in such a way that his accusers would be ashamed of themselves for ever attempting to slander him in the first place.  That’s why Jesus could say of His false accusers even as He hung on the cross: “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do!”  And so can we! 
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